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NOBERT ALEXANDEHR

By ALAN ROBINSON
AP Sports Writer

MORUANTOWN iaPs — College
fonthat]l has brought few surprises 10
Rohert Alexander.

OF course, the Wesl Virginia Univers-
ity freshman running back's vareer is
wnly i pame old. Bui that doesa’t anean
that Alexaruter daesr't think the (ransi-
liun fram high schoo) to college foatbatl
ism'Leonzing atong smoothly.

~It's going just ahoul the way |
thought it would.” Alexander said Sa-
turday after the hiphly publicized Efrosh
Lailback made his WVU debul in a 36-¢
vietory aver Rirhtnond. The three-lme
South Clurleston all-stater  billed as
the premivr running back in the coun-
tev lasl season hy severad natonal ma-
pazines - carried 11 limes for 71 vanls,
6.5 per earry averiage

»I knew 1 wils going to have to gain
the respect of my leammates before
anything coull happen, and Ethink I've
doae thal. 1 get along real well with the
rest of the guys. Really, T wasn't as
nervous Saturday as [ was when [ began
practice,” he said.

1 had o prove myvself 1o my teat-
males at [irst. When it camne lime Tor
the game Saturday, | wasn't really ner-
vons - il wias just the usual pre-game
tntterflies I had trouble sleeping Fri-
day night, but [ think il was beraose 1
wits exeiled aboul Lhe game, not ner-
YOS,

Alexander, the innst highly recruited
prep athlete in West Virginia hislory.
stid he got “a seare”™ midway through
preseasen practice wheo he developed

Baldwin Stakes
Charlies To Lead

PAWTHOKET. R.L — Heserve
cateher Reggie Baldwin didn't do much
lo help the Uharlesten Charlies reach
Lhe Inlernalinnal Leapue playolls,

But if the Charlies wind up winning
the champianship series, Daldwin will
be remembered as the man who had a
ereal deal 1o do with it,

‘I'he Charlies™ latest acyuisition — re-
cently ealled up from Class AA — gave
the team an inspirational 1-0 advantage
in the playoffs Monday night, slamming
Ihe deciding home run in e 12th in-
ning. The blast, his Iirst Class AAA
homer, gave the Charlies a 3-8 viclory.

Baldwin's homer was vne bl taee hil
last might by Charleston — the others
were hy Jim Obradovich and J.J. Can-
nan — and one of 17 Rits off six Pawsnx
pitchiers. Brice Poale gave up the Bald-
win hil, ind was the loser.

Larry Hardy allowed only one hit in
going the [inals four and one-thitd in-
nings for the Charlies win, He followed
Hick Williams, Larry Flenes and Russ
Hothermel.

Pawtucket built an 8-5 lead gaing into
the minth inning. But Charleslon ratlied
as Cannon and Lean Hoberts singled in
runs and Craig Cacek biought in Denny
Walling with a sacrifice fly. Cannur bad
four hits in seven at bats und foru RBIs,
anrd Hoberls collected three hils.

(;ame 2 is sel for 7:30 tomght at
Pawtucket, with Gary Wilson 1321 of
the Charlies facing left-hander Jim
Burton (10-100.

Meanwhile, preparations are being
made on the hume [ront for Games 3. ¢
and 5 1if neveszary) in Charleston on
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday

{harleston general manager Carl
Steinfelidt announced regular admission
prices will be in effect ($3 for how sesls,
250 for reserved seats. $2 [or general
adnission. $1.50 for bleachers, 81 Tut
kids! and there will be a special §1
lickel for senior citizens. The Charles-
ton Iigh Schaul band and the Strav
Hallers musical proup will perform.
Crames will stact at 7:30 p.m.

A meeting of league directors will be
helll in Charteston sometime during the
plavoffs. One topic. Steinfeldl said.
nuay he the preblem of having one
prosident for beth Lhe Internalional
and Pacific Coast leagues.
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a throat infection, bat that he gradually
has starled regaining his strength.

1 was worried because 1 lost a lot of
weight,” Alexander said '] played in
nigh schnol at around 185 pounds, and
['m still only at about 173 pounds. My
throat sl is infected and 1 spit some
Blood when 1 first got in the game

Suturday. bul I'm Teeling a lol better

now

Now that lis first collegiale hurdle
has been passed, Alexander naturally is
tooking 1o igger and better things It's
just his style.

] think we'te going to have u real
good season,” Alexander said. ~T'm
looking forward to plaving in each
mame. | thupk 11l do Deiter as 1 pet
more experience. 1 would have o rate
my performance jast waek as poor.

Jelich Says
Knee Feels Fine

VMORGANTOWN (A — The fate of West Virginia Pniversity's fealball
seuson very well could ride an middle guard Joe Jelicl's gimpy right knee.

WYIT Coach Frank Cignetts knows — and admits it publicly — that Jelich is
the guy who makes or breaks West Virginia's defense. Cignerti himsell calls
Jelich the closest thing we have 1o a dominant player or defense

Bul Cignetti also i3 the first (o admit that the &-foot-1. 220 peunder [rom
Ravenswood whn has heen a starter almost sinee the day be walked on the West
Virginia campus, is susceptible to injury at almost any roment.

~Jue coulg get injured at any lime,” Cignelli suid atter the Mopuntaineers
breezed past Richrmond 46-0 last Saturday as the West Virginia delensive unit —
anchored by Jelich — recorded ohly its third shutout in the past eight seasuns.

“Joe is on 4 game-lo-game basis, breause his knee could flare up at any time.
[overything looks fine right now, and that's good, because Joe always pels Lhe

jolrdone.”

Jelich certainly did the mob on Hic

hmond's offensive line, recording seven

tackles and keeping the Spiders” quarterbacks under fire most of Lhe gamu.rHu
snid his knee — which required off-season surgery and then was reinjured just

prior o fall training camp

felt better Saturday than it has “for i Toag time.™

My knev fell yeal good, it was no bother,” said Jelich, who missed all of the
AMountaincers’ spring prattice after 1he knee surgery and most of ke fall
workouts after reinjuring the knce. ~Really, U've been surprised at how quickly
the knee has come aroand. 1 feed as poud now as 1 have in 2 long lime.”

GOTCHA ... Houston was a monkey on UCLA's back throughout their game

Monday night. The Cougars defeated the Bruins, 17-13, by continually coming
up with plays fike this. Here, UCLA running back Theatis Brawn (27) tries to
break-away, but Houston's Fred Snell (24} hangs on for the tackle. Later,
Brown was sidelined with a dislecated elbow.

Alexander Progressing Smoothly

though ['m sure oihier people wilt say I
didt good.

~1know F can play better.”

WVLU Caach Frank Cignetti. whose
Mountaineers get their First big lest of
the season Saturday when they invade
Coliege Park, Md., to play 10th rated
Marvlanil, says he's been pleased willt
the progress Alexander has made, par-
ticularly considering his throat ailment.

“The first thing he had to do was
prove himsell to his teammates, ant I
{hink he's done that.” Cignetti said.
“That can be a mighty hig thing for a
freshman. petting adjusled to coliege
fnolball and new teammates alier play-
ing high school football.

‘Rubert's in a difficult situation, be-
cause of atl the publicity he’s received,
hut [ 1hink he's adjosting very well,
hoth o college faothall and Lo his tearn-
mates.”

Despite his impressive debut per-
fisrmance, Alexander has not vel nailed
down a starting tearn berth. He and
senior David - Puck'” Riley, who picked
ip 52 yards against the Spiders. split
plaving time. with Riley opening thp
pame and Alexander catering the li-
neup carly in the second qnarler

“We've gol four good hacks.” Cipnet-
4i said. referring te his two lailhacks
and fWlbacks Walter Easley and Paul
Lutniey. wha alsa spht playing time
Grinrday, “What wr've g0t 1o ¢o now is
lel these four battle it aul, then pick Lhe:
two people who play Lhe besl and go
from there.™ '

JOE JELICH

Houston Rallies

To Beat UCLA

By MICHARL A LUTZ
AP Sports Writer

HOUSTON (AP - - Houston quarter-
back Danny Davis, whose Midas touch
propelled the Cougars into national
prominence a year aga, spent the first
hali of Manday night's nationally telev-
ised game against UCLA Teoking far his
magic.

Davis Taund The groove just as the
Lth ranked Broins Inast theirs in the
seeond half. and Lhe swashboekling ju-
mor quarterback whipped loustan Lo a
pair of touchdewn drives to nip the
Hruins 17-13.

Hy game’s end. Davis had gone fram
o le to hero and upstuged Rick Ba-
shore, UCLT's sophowore guarter-
back. who had engineered the Oruing 10
i 13-3 halftime lead.

Kenny Hatfield hoated a 34-vard ficld
puat for Housion's firsl hall scoring.
Navis climaxed o B3-vard drive in the
Lhird quarter with a one-vard plunge
and Thral Thomas scored the winning
TD with a nine-vard run with 11:03 left
in the game.

Bashore and the Bruins unraveled in
the second half when lhey drove Lo
louston’s seven, six and nine-vard lines
bul caune away emply each time. After
hitling nine of 11 passes in the first hall.
Bashore missed his first six attempls of
the second half.

~[ haven't matured the way § thoaght
T would:” suid Davis. whe completed {1
of 13 passes for 147 vards and rushed
for B vards on 18 varries. “The team
nlayed well. but T didn't play the way |
shauld have.”

Rashore. who learned only a few
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honts belore kickofl that he would star!
alead of junior Steve Bukich. looked
mure like the veteran

After directing the Bruins L6 field poals
of 36 and 31 vards hy Frank Corral. he
llipped a 20-vard touchdown shot Lo
flanker Homer Builer with 13 seconds
to go in the half.

The fruing conung off o 92-1 sea-
son, ook a 13-3 lead and plenty of
confidence inte e dressing roam al
halftime. But it was Davis and the hig-
play Cougars whswut it lopether in the
secand half

A lot people will say we were
lueky.” Davis snid. ~We lave o im-
prove our defense. The pressure was on
ner defense but it showed a lot of pride.
I'he enlire team showed pride.”

The loss was costly injury wise for
the Bruins. who lest Corral with a pos-
sible jaw fracture and 1.006-vard rusher
Theotis Brown with a dislocated elbow.
Donahue said hoth wonld niiss at least
six weeks,
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Defenses, Not Quarterbacks, Provide KVC Thrills

WOULD SOMEONE PLEASE have a word with
Nitrn, George Washington, East Bank and Herbert
Hoover's defenses”

Obviausly, they need straightened out.

And, it's all because someone apparently forgot 1o
inform them that this is the “Year of the Quarlerback’
11 the KVC.

Translated, that means there is snpposed to be lots
of passing. Ints of vardage and lots of points, Converse-
tv. there is not supposed to De lots of inlerceptions. lots
of lasses and lots of shutouts,

Bul, thanks to the aforementioned defenses not
[ollowing the script, that's been the case,

FOR TNSTANCE, Nitre's defense hasn't allowed a
touchdown in two games and is yielding a KVC low of
44.5 yards per game. The Wildcats are also tops in pass
defense, piving up 4 miniscule averape of 12.5 yards.

Meanwhile, East Bank and George Washingtion have
been deadly against the run. Pinneer opponents are
averaging just 37.5 yards an the ground and 121.5 yards
tolal offense. Even more sensational is The Bank's
vards-per-carry vield . .. a paliry 13!

-And, GW is just slightly more generous. The Patriots
are allowing 39 yards rushing per game and 1.4 yards
per carry. But, GW is only giving up an average of 66
vards passing. tao, for a tolal offense average of 105
vards. That's second best in the KVC, which bends
nicely with their league-leading scoring defensive aver-
age of 0.0 points.

The Patriots aren't the sole possessors of first place
in the ‘least points allowed' department, however, as
Herbert Hoover is tied with them. The Huskies are
yiving up an average of 96.5 yards rushing. 33 yards
passing and 129.5 yards total offense, but have yet to
vield a point. And, a big reason is turnovers. Hoover
has intercepted three passes and recovered 10 fumbles
in two games.

“QUR DEFENSE has bent a little at times, but so
far it hasn't broken." said Joe Cowley, Hoover coach.
“*We've been tickled to death with our defensive play.
We've gotten real good performances from Kelly Cole
al {lefer’mive end, Steve Blifzard at nose guard and Jocy

Daily Mail
Sporls Writer

Douglas at defensive tackle. But. really everyone has
dane a goad job. One of the hest things we've dene is
pul good pressure on the quarterback. And, I'm hoping
we'll continue lo do that.”

Nitro, meanwhile. is making the most of its ‘new
defense.”

“For a long time we always played a 62, said Pat
Vance, Nitro head coaeh. But this year we decided to
go to a 5-2 with u monster. It's a Iot more aggressive
defense which is geared to smaller. guicker players
and our kids love it, They have a lot of confidence in it
already.

“And, they're gelling better and hetter each week.
We're petting preal pursuit and it's a real treat to grade
films, because we have so many kids around the ball
that we can't tell who is making the tackles.”

NITRO ISN'T the only team with a surprising de-
fense, however. as GW has turned out to be much
tougher than expected.

“Our defense hag heen a very pleasant surprise.”
said Steve Edwards, GW head coach. “And, il's be-
cause of two basic ingredients . . . a good overall team
effort and a great hunch of hitters. T'er instance, I
couldn't single out anyhody as having done an especial-
ly good job. All 11 of them have been outstanding.
And, [ think it’s because they enjoy playing defenses.
They like to play defense and that means a lo.”

Much lhe same is irue at East Bank, where hard-
hitting defenses are a traditien.

. ]

“We seem to always have kids who love w hit up
here and as a result our defense hag carried us so far,”
suied Joe Craffey. East Bank head coach. ~We've heen
exlra tough against the rum, but we've been better
against the pass 1than onr statistics would indicate (EB
is allowing an nverage of 84 vards passing!. A lot of the
passing yardage came against our second team. But.

actualiy [ figured on our defense being better than our
offense and that's been the rase.”

AND. [F THAT conlinues 1o be the case .. . well,
this season’s nickname will have tn be changed 1o the
‘Year of the Defense.” i

See KVC STATISTICS, Page 124, Col. 1
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TAX INC LUDED

It takes time to make
a great bourbon.

Making a great bourbon lakes extra
time. Time speni in charred oak barrels
that imparts extra bouguet, mellowness
and flavor.

others. Only a few like Ancient Ancient
Age are in the barrel a full ten vears.

Ancieni Age from a good hourbon to 5
greal one.

50 easy to enjoy,
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Making a good hourbon takes time,

Some bourbons are aged longer than
The extra years change Ancient

It isn’t easy to make, Thats why it’s

JAncientncient
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TEN YEAR DLD BOLRBON
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